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RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Energy) [12.09 pm]:  There is no doubt that the electricity 
reforms of the Gallop and Carpenter governments have created an environment in which renewable energy can 
play a significant role in the local electricity market and obtain access to the main electricity grid.  Last month, I 
was delighted to attend a public forum in York where members of the Avon Valley community gathered to 
discuss a new report on bio-energy in the region.  The aim of the report is to assist farmers to assess whether they 
can grow enough trees to address land degradation while also providing the resources to supply new bio-energy 
industries.  It involved the development of four case studies: the production of wood pellets for export to Europe 
and Japan; pyrolysis, a process that converts biomass into bio-oil that could be used as a replacement for liquid 
fuels in some situations; conversion of biomass to liquid fuels such as methanol and synthetic diesel; and 
conversion of biomass to ethanol.  The report found that recent overseas developments had significantly 
enhanced the prospects for a bio-energy industry to be developed in the Avon over the next five to 10 years.  The 
European Community is seeking increased use of renewable energy for domestic and industrial heating and 
electricity generation, and developments in the United States, Canada and Europe will soon see biomass 
converted to liquid fuels in commercial operations.   

The state government recently introduced a number of initiatives, through the Premier’s climate change action 
statement, to support renewable energy projects.  These include the $36.5 million low emissions energy 
development fund to support technological developments that cut greenhouse gas emissions.  The state 
government has also introduced targets for 15 per cent of electricity on the state’s main electricity grid to come 
from renewable energy sources by 2020, increasing to 20 per cent by 2025.  The use of renewable energy on the 
grid has increased substantially in recent years, and the 2020 and 2025 targets represent an ongoing growth of 
renewable energy in the state.  I believe it will be only a matter of time before bio-energy plants are scattered 
around the wheatbelt, boosting electricity supplies, improving reliability, creating a new financial stream for 
farmers and improving the environment of Western Australia. 
 


